NORTHEAST

Connecticut
Taking Stock
A day is a lifetime in politics goes the old adage. And it is never truer than now, with the Super Tuesday vote Feb. 5 ready to reshape the landscape of the Democratic and Republican races. In one day, the presidential nominating contests could go from barely begun to almost over, as more than 40% of Democratic and Republican delegates will be chosen in voting that will encompass nearly half the country.
A total of 24 states will be voting Super Tuesday -22 on the Democratic side, 21 on the Republican. Fifteen states from Massachusetts to California will hold primaries. The rest of the states voting Feb. 5 will hold caucuses, with the exception of Republicans in West Vir- ginia. There, GOP activists will gather to select 18 delegates in a colorful setting that will resemble a national convention.
MIDWEST
The GOP delegates in West Virginia will be awarded on a winner-take-all basis, highlighting a key distinction between the two parties. Democrats require that delegates be elected on a proportional basis, with 15% of the vote in a state or congressional district needed to win a share of the delegates.
Republicans, however, allow the states a wide range of options in awarding delegates, and the majority of states voting Feb. 5 will accent some form of winner-take-all. The result is that the Republicans are much more likely to have a winner coming out of Super Tuesday, or at least a clear-cut front-runner far ahead of his major challenger in the delegate count.
Such an eventuality would be more difficult to accomplish on the Democratic side with its requirement of proportional representation. If two candidates are fairly evenly matched, as Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama appear to be at the moment, a close loss in the Feb. 5 voting will have about the same effect as a narrow win in terms of accumulating delegates.
One thing is certain, though, strategists in the two parties have had to look at the Super Tuesday map in different ways. For Republicans, the accent basically is on states; for Democrats, the emphasis is on congressional districts.
With winner-take-all in many states -including all the Feb. 5 primaries in the Northeast as well as Missouri, Utah and Arizona -the Republican candidates must figure out how to win one more vote in each of these states than their rivals. To be sure, their staffs will have to get out their eyeshades to deal with some states. California Republicans, for instance, employ a variant of winnertake-all, in which the statewide winner takes all the at-large delegates and the high vote-getter in each of the state's 53 districts will win three delegates.
For Clinton and Obama, though, the business of winning delegates is com- sented by Democrat Loretta Sanchez provided Kerry with barely 50,000 votes and will have just three delegates.
To a large degree, the outcome Super Tuesday will be affected by turnout, particularly on the Democratic side. Using past figures from the primaries and caucuses that will vote that day, an early guesstimate is that the combined Democratic and Republican vote on Feb. 5 will be around 20 million, with roughly 60% of the ballots cast on the Democratic side. Should turnout go much higher than that it would probably be good news for Obama. Yet even that is not a certainty, given Clinton's high-turnout successes last month in New Hampshire and Nevada and the degree of early voting in Super Tuesday states such as California.
If one or both races continue beyond Feb. 5, the complexion of the campaign will return essentially to the way it was in January, but for higher stakes. SuburbS -The vote-rich suburbs will be a major point of competition between the two parties in the fall, but so far this primary season, no candidate in either party has fully dominated them. SMall-ToWN aMerICa -Rural America has generally been considered a mainstay of the Republican coalition, but one of the most intriguing aspects of the Democratic contest thus far is Obama's success in rural portions of states such as Iowa, Nevada and South Carolina. 
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BATTLE OF THE BALLOTS: Democratic Turnout Explosion in January But Republicans Set Records as Well
The high-voltage race for the Democratic presidential nomination between Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton has produced turnout records wherever they have competed, with the number of votes cast in each of the January primaries and caucuses surpassing previous highs for the party in every state except Michigan. There, no delegates were at stake and Obama was not on the ballot. Yet Republicans have also set turnout records of their own in Iowa, New Hampshire and most recently, Florida, where the number of Republican primary ballots cast was more than double the previous high set back in 1988. Nevada is not included in this chart because an historical comparison with past caucuses there is difficult. However, it is a pretty safe bet that the Democratic turnout last month of 117,599 was an all-time high for Nevada Democrats. The results below are based on nearly complete but unofficial returns. Primary or caucus turnouts that set records this year for either the Democrats or Republicans are indicated in bolD. Note: In terms of voter participation, "Open" indicates that any registered voter may participate; "Semi-Open," that independents may join party members in participating; "Closed", that the event is restricted to registered voters in the party. "Closed*" means that the event is limited to the party's voters but that any voter may register as a Democrat or Republican at the time of the event.
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Event
Sources: Web sites of state election boards for primary results, and of the state parties in Iowa for caucus results.
The half dozen states that held both Democratic and Republican primaries or caucuses in January engaged slightly more than 40% of the voters who cast ballots in those same states in the November 2004 presidential election. In the primary states of New Hampshire and South Carolina, it was a much higher percentage than that. In the caucus states of Iowa and Nevada, it was a much lower percentage. An asterisk (*) indicates the party this year which posted the higher turnout in terms of number of votes cast.
The Democratic total has surpassed the Republican total in every January primary and caucus, with the exception of Florida and Michigan. Those two states were stripped of all their delegates by the Democratic National Committee, making the Democratic primary in each state meaningless in terms of delegate selection. As it was, the Republican turnout advantage in these two populous states was enough to give the GOP the edge over the Democrats in the aggregate number of votes cast in the January primaries and caucuses. The results from all events are based on nearly complete but unofficial returns. NOTE: Weather conditions are based on either the largest city or major cities around the state (in the case of Florida, Nevada and South Carolina). "Cold" means sub-freezing temperatures; "Cool," freezing to 50 degrees; "Mild," 50 to 65 degrees; "Warm" is over 65 degrees. The turnout figure for the Iowa Democratic caucuses is based on an estimate from the state party. 
Barack Obama and Jesse Jackson ('88)
Jesse Jackson '88
Democratic Primaries Won
Democratic Caucuses Won the Democrats, this category of automatic, formally uncommitted delegates includes all the party's governors, members of Congress and national committee members. They will occupy nearly 20% of the seats at the Democratic convention this summer in Denver.
Meanwhile, Republican superdelegates are limited to the members of the Republican National Committee, three per state and territory. They will comprise roughly 6% of the delegates at the GOP convention in Minneapolis-St. Paul. But in each party, the superdelegates have the potential to emerge as the balance of power.
January in Review
Whether or not Super Tuesday proves decisive for either party, it will demonstrate in broad strokes the vote-getting strengths and weaknesses of the candidates remaining in the race. Yet though limited in number, the January contests have already begun to provide us with clues to their appeal to various elements of the nation's vast political mosaic.
On the Democratic side, Hillary Clinton has run well in two mainstays of the Democratic coalition -major urban centers (from Miami to Las Vegas) and old industrial towns that are peopled with large numbers of blue-collar Democrats. As a start, that is a good base for an establishment candidate like Clinton, who is running as an heir apparent if not a quasi-incumbent.
But Obama has been putting together a broad coalition that denies Clinton a key element of the Democratic base, African Americans. As a result, the Democratic contest this year looks different than a traditional establishment-insurgent struggle that nearly always breaks in favor of the former. 
